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Why do we set homework?

We believe that homework is beneficial for our students for a number of different reasons. 
· It develops independent working and time management skills in students which will be important for them when they move into their adult working life
· It is a valuable tool in helping students to practice and rehearse knowledge and skills they have learnt in lessons which will help them to achieve the best outcomes possible during their time at the Academy.
· We ask that parents have positive conversations with their child about the homework being set and when deadlines are so students can complete homework without the pressure of trying to complete too many pieces at once and cramming homework at the last minute. 
· Research from the Education Endowment Foundation (EEF) shows evidence that homework has a positive impact of +5 months progress, particularly in secondary schools. This and other evidence to support the importance of homework can be found on the EEF website on this link https://shorturl.at/HH7dh


How will homework be recorded?

All homework tasks will be recorded on the online platform Arbor.

What are the homework expectations for KS3?
Students will receive one piece of homework for the three core subjects – maths, English and science. All three subjects will be set on the online platform Sparx. The skills and knowledge from the core subjects are transferrable to all other subjects in school.

Alongside formal homework we encourage students to read for at least ten minutes per day, books can be borrowed from the school library.
We also encourage students to maintain a healthy lifestyle by taking part in physical activity outside of school.

Maths 
Tasks set on an online platform called Sparx maths. Students have their own log in details for this platform. Students receive instant feedback on their work. If it their first time using Sparx they need to set up their account using the 'New Sparx user' option on the website. 
The homework is set on the same day every week and they have a week to complete it. It is expected that students attempt every question from the homework and use the videos to support as needed.
https://welcome.sparxmaths.uk/


English 
Tasks set on an online platform called Sparx Reader. Students have their own log in details for this platform. This platform assesses a students reading level and personalises the text for students so they are reading at a suitable level.
The homework is set on the same day every week and they have a week to complete it.  

Science
Tasks set on an online platform called Sparx Science. These tasks will help students to revise the subject knowledge and improve factual recall from work completed in lessons. Students receive instant feedback on their answers.  The homework is set on the same day every week and they have a week to complete it.  


What are the homework expectations for KS4? 

For all subjects students can expect one piece of homework per fortnight. Homework at GCSE level will focus on revision techniques and embedding subject knowledge. These the tasks students can expect to be set.

· Look, cover, write, check using knowledge organisers
· Mind mapping
· Sketch noting
· Revision clocks
· Flash cards
· Exam questions





What support is available to my child for homework?

If your child needs a quiet working space or IT facilities to complete their homework, the library is available at lunch times and during homework club after school.
For SEND students the student centre is also open at lunchtime for homework support
If your child has any problems logging in to online platforms then they should speak to their class teacher.
If your child is in receipt of Pupil Premium funding and does not have access to a laptop at home please contact Miss Gynn who can support with providing a laptop.  

What happens if my child does not do their homework?

At Newmarket Academy we recognise the importance of homework to embed the learning in lessons and help students to develop effective study skills that will support them as they approach their exams. Therefore, any student who is not completing homework is missing out on the essential benefits homework provides and needs support and guidance that homework support club can offer. If any student is not completing homework, we know this will impact their progress in school. They will not have the chance to experience success and praise in lessons from our retrieval and quizzing aspects of the lesson, which is directly linked to homework. Students may feel disengaged, and this could lead to further barriers for them in their learning.


How do I feedback my views on homework?

If there is a problem with an individual piece of homework please contact the class teacher directly.  Any other homework issues should be addressed to Heads of Departments or Head of Year in the first instance. If the problem is not resolved this will be passed to Mrs Elsden.
All email addresses can be found on the Academy website.
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